489 



i li«> S| >eedy Trial Art. was in general a good tiling. I do not believe 
1 1ml such gratuitous complaints are. sufficient basis for recoil unending 
Unit the. Speedy Trial Act. be reevaluated, especially in light of the 
fart that witnesses, including the. representative of the Department 
of Justice, found the act adequate to deal with an assassination. 

The Federal bail statutes were the subject of limited testimony and 
consideration by this committee. They were considered only in an ef- 
fort. to determine whether the nitrons! it ut inutility of the Federal death 
penalty, 18 U.S.C. 1111 et. seq., would in effect classify Federal homi- 
cide as a noncapital crime for purposes of hail. I think it is appropriate 
for this committee to recommend that the Judiciary Committee ex- 
amine the bail statutes in considering I lie Federal death penalty. I 
do not feel any further recommendation on the. bail statutes is 
warranted. 

All of the statutes in this section which the committee recommends 
lie reconsidered are designed with a delicate balance in mind, the bal- 
ance between individual rights and the state’s police power. Disturb- 
ing that balance can lead to disastrous results. While individual situa- 
tions must be considered in striking this balance, without clear and 
compelling justification new exceptions should not be made and the 
overall balance should not be shifted. Undoubtedly, assassination is a 
heinous crime and society demands that the perpetrators Qf such a 
crime he brought to justice, but we must not lose sight of other societal 
values in our eagerness to see justice done. Justice is never served when, 
in moving toward it, we blindly trample on rights which in calmer 
moments we earnestly tight to preserve. 

OONCI/UniNG REMARKS 

I would like, to make some general comments regarding my service on 
t his committee, and in doing so discuss an issue which deserves particu- 
lar attention. 

My service on the House Select Committee on Assassinations was a 
painful experience. For 2 years my colleagues and T listened to the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the death of two men : One, an inspired indi- 
vidual who gave, t his Nat ion a special understanding of the meaning 
and importance of freedom ; the other, a President who transferred his 
hope, his ideals, and his youth to a Nation growing old before its time. 
While they lived the shoulders of a Nation were sturdier, its back was 
stronger, and its heart, a little greater. And although what they gave 
will remain with this country for all time, with their dentil we lost 
forever the glowing promise of their tomorrow. 

Thus, my service on the committee was a painful one. Rnt. hearing of 
the conduct that was engaged in by various agencies of our Govern- 
ment in the name of security, in the name of law enforcement, not only 
added to that pain, but caused me to feel shame and anger in a way in 
which 1 call only hope T will never feel again. 

Thu evidence before this committee on some of the activities of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Central Intelligence Agency 
consisted of story after story of ajmsive practices. The FBT, an arm of 
our Government, engaged in what was tantamount to a private war 
against one individual — not a criminal, just a man who spoke out' 
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Oswald. V J f <>f t]m committee’s work, Txv Harvey 

I'|H.n what meat «lotl, this, our Caesar, feed, 

I hat- he is prown so pi vat* 

“Julius Caesar.” ’William Shakespeare. 
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